
Oklahoma Joe’s BBQ Statement 

April 9, 2013 

 

We at Oklahoma Joe’s BBQ wish to make you aware of, and provide clarification as to the 

unfortunate misunderstanding that occurred on Monday, April 8, 2013 with respect to the Camp 

Quest fundraiser. 

 

When we were approached about hosting the fundraiser, we were informed that this was a 

children’s camp oriented towards scientific learning.  All literature provided to Oklahoma Joe’s 

BBQ prior to the fundraising date, and all conversations regarding the event prior to the 

fundraising date, made no mention of the emphasis the Camp Quest organizers place on the 

secular nature of Camp Quest.  It was explained to me that Oklahoma Joe’s would be supporting 

a camp intended to educate children on science, which we were proud to do.  The Camp Quest 

organizers, prior to the event date, made no mention of their non-religious beliefs, or that Camp 

Quest is intended to foster non-religious beliefs in children.  

 

Upon the Camp Quest organizer’s arrival, and inspection of their revised and unapproved 

literature, it became immediately apparent that Camp Quest’s ideals and agenda were not fully 

disclosed to our organization.  Specifically, the unapproved literature stated, in part, that “Camp 

Quest builds a community of children and teenagers of atheist, agnostic, humanist and other free 

thinking families.”  As the Camp Quest priorities were not fully disclosed to Oklahoma Joe’s 

BBQ, the event was immediately cancelled, and all purchases by Camp Quest supporters were 

offered to be refunded. 

 

Oklahoma Joe’s BBQ wishes to make it clear that we respect every person’s right to embrace 

their own belief system, and that we do not refuse service to any customer based upon the 

grounds of religion; however, we do reserve the right not to promote the ideals of organizations 

that mislead or fail to fully communicate the purpose of their organization. 

 

Oklahoma Joe’s BBQ regrets this unfortunate incident.  Had Camp Quest fully disclosed the 

nature and ideals of their organization prior to the fundraising event, this unfortunate 

circumstance could have been avoided.   

 

As an American company, we respect every individual’s right to believe as they choose.  

Oklahoma Joe’s BBQ is proud to support the numerous organizations that we have provided 

fundraising assistance to, and we intend to continue with our community support projects.  

Regrettably, as an organization, we will now need to proceed with greater caution in ensuring 

that the organizations which seek our support are fully disclosing their true nature and intent. 


